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Abstract

Developing an Education for Sustainable Development Program
for Out-of-School Youth

The purpose of this study was to develop an education for sustainable
development (ESD) program for out-of-school youth. The study attempted to
develop an educational program in ways which help out-of-school youth
explore their lives as connected to the wider society and the world from the
perspective of sustainability. To this end, we reviewed previous studies of
educational programs for the out-of-school youth and current situations in
which educational programs are run. Also, theoretical discussion and
educational cases of the ESD were reviewed.

Based on the literature review, we tried to introduce sustainability related
themes into an educational programs for out-of-school youth and investigated
the educational demand through interviews with experts in this area. We then
proceeded to develop an program in a community of experts, and as a result,
a program consisting of five modules and twenty hours was developed as
a first output. Then the program was revised through another expert
consultation and then piloted to a dozens of out-of-school youth. The program
themes include “The world in My Precious Things”, “Strolling in My
Neighborhood”, “Values of the Convenience Store”, “Do-In_Yourself for All”,
and “Auction for the Future. The participant surveys were conducted to gain
ideas for finalize the program. Also, instructional tips and teaching aids were
also developed for enhancing practicality.

Based on these results, the study made suggestions for running this program
in various organizations for out-of-school youth and developing educational
programs for out-of-school youth in the future. Furthermore, a workbook which
includes an program introduction and activity sheets was published. To
conclude, it is expected that the wider use of this program could enable the
out-of-youth to develop insights and literacies that are necessary to see and
plan their own lives from the perspective of sustainability, and provide a new
direction in the discussion on the education for out-of-school youth.

Keywords: Out of School Youth, Education for Sustainable Development,
Educational program
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