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Wasted Energy

About 56 percent of all energy in the U.S. economy is wasted. Some energy is always lost when
fuels are burned and heat escapes. Inefficient technology and design are also culprits.

Efficiency's role in cutting emissions is a matter of debate. Most scientists agree that both cleaner
fuels and greater efficiency are needed. Here is how much energy goes unused, by sector.

ELECTRICITY Most is generated from coal
and natural gas; the heat from burning
those fuels is largely lost. Then
transmission lines leach out electricity, as
much as 10 percent of what is generated

Circles sized according to the amount
66% f energy each sector consumes.
OF ENERGY

LOST

71%
OF ENERGY
LOST

TRANSPORTATION Needed: lighter vehicles ...
with more efficient engines. Plug-in hybrids, using
electricity generated from carbon-free sources,

could drastically reduce energy loss and emissions

INDUSTRY Efficiency can
be improved by hamessing
excess heat to power
production

TIAL AND BUILDINGS
Higher efficiency lighting and appliances would
decrease energy loss. Reduced demand for
heating and cooling from improved insulation
and architecture would lower energy use

Source: Lawrance Livermere National Laboratory BILL AEARSH THE REW YORK TIME
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